
    

 

Messenger  

St. Odilia Musical Ministry 11 

St. Odilia School and Preschool 12-13 

Fall Festival 14-16 

FORMED 17 

Adult Faith Formation 18-19 

High School Youth Ministry 20-21 

Pastoral Care / Social Justice 21-23 

Worship and Community Life 24-27 

Promises Fulfilled 28-29 

New Parishioners 30 

From Our Pastor - Fr. Rask 2-3 

Parish Financials 4-6 

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 7-9 

St. Odilia Endowment 10 

 I N  T H I S  I S S U E              WWW.STODILIA.ORG WINTER 2018



 2  

 

from our pastor Fr. Rask 

“Lately it has been hard to be a Catholic.” So began a letter from a colleague of mine to 
his parish.  He was not thinking of the resolution of the years-long civil suit filed against 
our Archdiocese by 400 survivors of clergy sexual abuse. He was thinking about the 
grand jury report in Pennsylvania about the widespread sexual abuse of children in the 
six dioceses of that state.  He was thinking about reports of similar abuse from dioceses 
around the world. No diocese, it seems, was untouched. He was thinking about the rev-
elations about a cardinal of the Catholic Church and his sexual exploitation of seminari-
ans and priests.  

 

We have since learned that many others had knowledge of his behavior and made it 
known to higher officials. And yet he was still promoted to positions of ever greater responsibility.  I have to ad-
mit I feel angry, disappointed, embarrassed at the creditable and substantiated reports of abuse of minors by 
Catholic priests. But how does one respond in the situation of an important and respected churchman, one who 
is supposed to lead us in faith and in holiness, who was only pretending? The hypocrisy is breathtaking, a pro-
foundly unsettling betrayal of trust. And what does one make of the tolerance of those in a position to do some-
thing about this situation? What now?  

 

The bankruptcy case against the Archdiocese has entered its final stages. The judge and the plaintiffs’ committee 
have accepted the reorganization plan of the Archdiocese and the $210 million dollar compensation fund. The 
court has appointed a trustee for distribution of the trust fund. In November of 2014 I informed our parish com-
munity that St. Odilia parish had received notices of claims for potential legal action associated with clergy sexual 
abuse.  Fourteen of those claims were in reference to a single Crosier priest between 1971 and 1974. St. Odilia 
made a voluntary contribution of $10,000 (funded through parish reserves and earnings) to the Archdiocese set-
tlement fund.  In doing so, we expressed solidarity with many other parishes in the Archdiocese. The bankruptcy 
judge was impressed with this voluntary contribution on the part of the parishes, some of which did not have a 
single case of abuse.  
 

The victim survivors who filed claims against our parish will receive compensation through the trust fund that 
was established in addition to any funds that may have been received through a separate settlement with the 
Crosier Order itself. But the end of the legal case does not mean the end of the work we must do to repair the 
damage to the extent possible. Monetary compensation to the survivors does not even begin to repair the dam-
age done. That will take for some a lifetime of effort. We resolve to accompany them on their journey to the ex-
tent that they would want. 
 

We have also established procedures to make instances of abuse of this kind as difficult as possible to perpe-
trate. These kinds of things can only occur in silence and in darkness. We must shine a bright light into the dark-
ness and insist on transparency in church structures and appointments on all levels.  In this Archdiocese we have 
established the “essential three” for all clerics, staff, and volunteers: a signed code of conduct, a background 
check, and regular training. In addition we have classes for students in our schools and religious education pro-
grams so that our youth can recognize inappropriate behavior and have the language and permission to talk 
about it to parents and other responsible adults. What we are doing must be working. The cases of abuse in the 
last decade have dropped to near zero. 

 

Prayer is another of our healing initiatives.  Disciples of Jesus are those who cry out to the Father in the midst of 
suffering, and who are assured that the Father gives good things, even the Holy Spirit, to those who ask. We 
humbly ask God to rebuild our church. We have established the first Friday of every month until May for a day of 
prayer before the Eucharist for healing for the survivors and the Christian community, the Archdiocese, and our 
parish.  
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 Another initiative in this process is one of “restorative justice.”  The Center for Restorative Justice and Peace-
making defines it this way: “The most widely used and research-based expressions of restorative justice involve 
dialogue among victims and offenders, along with support people, that focuses on gaining a greater understand-
ing of the impact of the crime on the lives of those affected and developing a plan to repair the harm to the 
greatest extent possible.” 

 

This process has been adapted for use in the instances of sexual abuse, and a few parishes have participated in a 
Restorative Justice pilot in the archdiocese. Following our initial parish meeting that was held on Monday, De-
cember 3, St. Odilia will continue to work with Archbishop Hebda and the lay staff leadership from the Archdioc-
esan Office of Ministerial Standards and Safe Environment to reach out to all members of our community who 
have been impacted by this crisis in many different ways.  We will participate in a Restorative Justice process 
and will host future meetings as we seek to move ahead towards healing for all who may be suffering.  Finally, 
our Lenten retreat this year will focus on the reasons for hope. 
 

We pray to God for light to see and the wisdom to help heal the wounds of all our brothers and sisters who have 
been sinfully and criminally injured by those they trusted. We pray that God will still continue to inspire us by 
the Holy Spirit and make effective our efforts to build up the Kingdom of God.  Perhaps what we have learned 
may help us deal with and heal the tremendous number of young people harmed in so many areas of our mod-
ern society by the scourge of sexual abuse and exploitation.    
         In Christ,    

from our pastor 

Prayer 
Louise Johnson, Stewardship Council Member 

 

COL 4:2 “Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.” 
 
Prayer is an important part of our stewardship lives. There is not a prescribed formula in the Bible about how 
we should pray; however, King David provided some excellent examples in the Book of Psalms.  
 

(A) ADORATION—-Praise to God. Prayer is first and foremost an act of worship. 
(C) CONFESSION—Confess our sins and foster repentance. Often an ignored aspect of prayer. 
(T) THANKSGIVING—We should always give thanks, remembering the grace and mercy God has shown 
toward us. 
(S) SUPPLICATION—Bringing our requests for the needs of others and ourselves to God. 
 

 The ACTS model does three things: 
1. It helps us develop our prayer life. 
2. Remind us of the elements of prayer. 
3. Shows us the priority we ought to give to each. 
 

This is a helpful acrostic for remembering both the elements and the priorities 
of prayer. Unfortunately, we often spell our prayer life something like S.C.A.T., 
because we start with Supplication and spend less time, if any, on Adoration, 
Confession, and Thanksgiving. 
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Dear Parishioners, 

The financial results of St. Odilia parish for the fiscal years ended June 30, 2018 and 2017 are provided to you 

on the following pages.  What a difference a year makes! Our campus certainly has a different look than it did a 

year ago and we appreciate your patience during the construction process. Although there are changes to the 

facility, one thing that has not changed is your generosity and continued willingness to support our parish and 

its ministries. Our staff and dedicated volunteers work tirelessly every day to fulfill our parish mission to wel-

come every person to grow in holiness and draw closer to Jesus Christ. 

Parishioner giving to Sunday, Debt Service and Facility Maintenance funds decreased in 2016, when our Capital 

Campaign began, but the next two fiscal years have seen increases of 2% each year over the prior year. Our 

goal for fiscal 2019 is an increase in giving of 2.7% which is necessary to cover the additional costs of maintain-

ing the new space and an overall increase in operating expenses. During fiscal 2017, we used parish reserves 

and operating cash to prepay the existing mortgage note of approximately $1.6M. With the completion of the 

construction process in fiscal 2018 and due to a shortfall in our Capital Campaign goal, a new mortgage note of 

approximately $3.1 million was added. Due to a lower interest rate on the new note, the new monthly principal 

and interest payment, which begins in October of fiscal 2019, has only changed a slight amount. Our cash posi-

tion is solid as we enter fiscal 2019 and our overall financial position is strong. 

Our commitment to a Catholic education continues with the parish investment in our school and faith for-

mation programs. Enrollment continues to increase at St. Odilia School and Preschool with an additional kinder-

garten classroom being added in fiscal 2018. The new northwest wing of the facility will provide unique learn-

ing opportunities in its science, technology and learning labs. The Catholic Schools Center of Excellence has 

awarded St. Odilia a grant of funds to implement an Early Catholic Family Life program as part of our offerings 

to families with preschoolers.  We have combined all of our early childhood programs under the ministry of 

‘Faithful Beginnings at St. Odilia’ in order to strengthen our early childhood faith formation offerings.  

Ours is a vibrant and active parish and your involvement, with your prayer, participation and generosity, is a 

blessing to our community. We are responsible stewards of your financial gifts and will continue to take that 

responsibility seriously. Thank you for your gifts to our parish and your continued support.  

In Christ, 
Father Rask   Jeanne Schaaf    Jean Nickman 
Pastor    Parish Administrator   Finance Council Chair 
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Church of St. Odilia 

Fiscal Year End June 30, 2018 
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Ribbon Cutting Ceremony – Celebrating the Completion of  

Our Building Expansion and Remodeling 

“They’re beautiful!  I’m talking about the new spaces in our building expansion project. 
 The students and teachers of the school, the faith formation and Latino ministry departments, and music ministry 

have moved into their new spaces and are joyfully using them. These areas have generated a new optimism for 
our St. Odilia community and have shown that our best days are not behind us.”  ~ Fr. Rask 

 

On Saturday, September 8, 2018, the Catholic 
Community of St Odilia recognized another 
milestone with a Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony to 
celebrate the official completion of construc-
tion and Grand Re-opening of the building ex-
pansion. This project that began over 10 years 
ago with community meetings, followed by a 
three-year Capital Campaign and 15 months of 
construction is now a reality. Parishioners 
joined a procession following the 5:00pm Mass 
led by Fr. Rask and community leaders to the 
new Northwest School Entrance to witness the official beginning of the next phase of St. Odilia history.  

Joining us for the ceremony were many representatives from all phases of 
the project including Mayor Sandy Martin (City of Shoreview), Jerry Jensen 
(Langer Construction), Nicole Thompson (Station 19 Architects), Mike Rue-
ther, (Premier Banks), Melanie Lien (Piper Jaffray), as well as members of 
the Capital Campaign Cabinet, and members of the Building, Mechanical/
Electrical Design, Finance, Construction and Design teams. 

Following the ribbon cutting everyone was invited to explore the new space. 
Highlights included: 

 Dan Perry Music Room and New Church Entrance Lobby (South East Addition) 
 Bride’s Room, now known as The Holy Family Room (back of church) 
 Faith Formation and Latino Ministry Offices (1st Floor North Wing) 
 School Office, Nurse Office, Locker Rooms (1st Floor Northwest addition) 
 St. Monica Room – Staff/Youth Ministry Room (1st Floor Northwest addition) 

Parishioners rode the new ELEVATOR to explore the New 2nd Floor Addition: 

 Library/Media Center 
 Computer Lab 
 Science Classroom and Science Lab 
 Learning Lab 

Visitors using the new UPPER LEVEL LINK could observe the activity in 
the Courtyard and were able to fully explore the building with this 
new connection to the south classroom wing. 

Facilities expansion and renovation are a bold step for any organiza-
tion and one that the Catholic Community of St. Odilia undertook en-
thusiastically. The discernment process lasted nearly 10 years as we 
considered how to address measures to make the parish campus more secure, accessible, welcoming and hospi-
table for parishioners and guests who come here for many reasons. The plans provided space and structure 
needed for our many ministries to better serve current and future generations of Catholics. 



 8  

 

Our project planning began in 2007 with the purchase of the Crosier 
property. The Campus Expansion Committee at that time crafted a vision 
for use of the new property and an Expansion Design Committee was 
formed to work with Station 19 Architects, Inc. to develop a master plan 
for the campus. Through the hard work of many parishioners, that vision 
is now a reality. The three year Capital Campaign began in January, 2016 
and resulted in $5.3 million pledged toward the construction project that 
was budgeted at $6.75 million.  These pledges included commitments 
and gifts from individual parishioners and staff members, a commitment 
from parish reserves, and annual distributions from the St. Odilia Endowment Fund for three years.  Approxi-
mately 50% of registered active households made a pledge commitment to our project. 

We entered the next phase of Building our Vision with the selection of a 
general contractor (Langer Construction) to work with the Building Com-
mittee and architect (Station 19 Architects) through the design stage 
providing input on project costs and design. The general contractor sought 
competitive bids from suppliers and subcontractors and oversaw the con-
struction. The Parish Leadership Council accepted the recommendation of 
the Finance Council at its December 20, 2016 meeting to finalize the pro-
ject scope and to seek financing for the portion of the project cost that was 
not funded through capital campaign donations. The City of Shoreview re-
viewed and approved the building application and construction began in 

May of 2017. Over the course of the construction phase we were blessed to have the shared talents of multiple 
parishioners who worked on the Building Committee, Design Team, Construction Team and Communication 
Team supporting the work of the contractor. 

In May of 2018, as the construction and remodeling neared completion, Archbishop Bernard Hebda blessed and 
dedicated the new additions and renovations of the church and school facilities. Over the summer, Faith For-
mation and Latino Ministry office space was completed in the remodeled north wing of the school building.  
Our building expansion is now complete! 

Now that the facilities are in full use, here is what parishioners, staff, and guests have to say about the improve-
ments: 

“I appreciate the Southeast entry and lobby to the church. It brightens up that area of the building and makes 
accessibility to the Prayer Garden for funerals so much easier”. 

“Pick-up and drop-off is much nicer at the school. The lobby is so inviting”. 

“Thank God for the new bathrooms! Additional options and updated fixtures are appreciated”. 

“The Dan Perry Music Room is great. So nice to have the space and storage to work together”. 

“The feel of the space is great – everything has been brought up to a more updated/modern standard”. 

“We love all the opportunities the Media Center, Computer Lab and Science rooms are providing for our kids. 
They are excited to come here”. 

WHAT’S NEXT 
The goal of the Our Faith Our Family Our Future Capital Campaign was to raise 
the funds needed for the building expansion and to minimize the additional 
debt that may be needed. The campaign raised $5.3 million in total pledges.  

These pledges included commitments and gifts from individual parishioners of 
$3.6 million, a commitment of parish reserves of $1.3 million, and annual dis-
tributions from the St. Odilia Endowment Fund for three years of $284,000. 
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A Tax-Saving Way to Support St. Odilia 
By Ramona Michaels, St. Odilia Development Coordinator 

 

One of the most tax-effective ways to make a gift to St. Odilia is through your Individual Retirement Account 
(IRA). The permanently extended IRA Charitable Rollover Law allows individuals 70.5 years old and older to 
make tax-free gifts up to $100,000 using funds transferred directly from your IRA.  If you   wish to make a gift 
to benefit the St. Odilia Sunday offertory, Endowment Fund , Capital Campaign, or program of your choice, 
you may consider a qualified charitable distribution from your IRA. 
 
IRA Charitable Rollover details  

 Donors must be age 70½ or older at the time the gift is made. 
 Donors must ask their plan administrator to make a direct transfer of funds to a qualified public 

charity. It is important not to withdraw funds before making a gift. 
 Each donor may give up to $100,000 per year. 
 Distributions made under this law can be used to satisfy the donor’s required minimum distribu-

tion (RMD). However, qualified charitable distributions are not limited to the donor’s RMD. 
 The Donor cannot take a charitable income tax deduction. 
 The Donor cannot receive goods, services or a personal benefit in return for the Charitable Rollo-

ver Gift. 
 

What are the benefits? 
 The Donor’s charitable intentions can be addressed. 
 The contribution amount will be eligible to help satisfy the Donor’s Required Distribution 
 The distribution will not be treated as a taxable withdrawal by the Donor 
 By avoiding that tax treatment, more of the Donor’s Social Security benefits may escape taxation. 
 The Donor’s itemized deductions may avoid reduction 

 
If you plan to make a Qualified Charitable Distribution to benefit St. Odilia, please contact Pam Rogers, Parish 
Accountant at 651 415- 3341 to inform us of your gift and to let us know how we should direct it (the Sunday 
Offertory, Debt Fund, Endowment Fund, etc.).  

Note:  Parish staff members cannot give legal or tax advice. Please contact your own professional advisor if you have 
questions about the best way for you to take advantage of this opportunity. 

 

Of the $3.6 million in pledges received from parishioners, approximately $370,000 remains to be received by 
the end of 2019. There is still a ‘funding gap,’ (the difference between the project cost and capital campaign 
funding) of approximately $1.5 million, which is currently funded through an increase in our mortgage debt. In 
response to this shortfall we are initiating a campaign to reduce the additional debt associated with the pro-
ject. If you did not have the opportunity to participate in the Our Faith Our Family Our Future Capital Cam-
paign, we invite you to participate in helping us to complete this final leg of the building expansion project. To 
those of you who have or will be completing your previous pledge we ask you to consider extending your 
pledge payment for an additional year to be designated for this new debt reduction effort. In the Fall Messen-
ger, Fr. Rask announced that he had committed to an additional year of his pledge to reduce the debt – won’t 
you join him? Consideration of your continued support of this important project is greatly needed and appreci-
ated.  

We will be more formally launching this new debt reduction campaign in early 2019, but if you’d like to join Fr. 
Rask in contributing before the end of 2018, please contact Ramona Michaels at michaels@stodilia.org or call 
651 415-3350. 

mailto:michaels@stodilia.org
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St. Odilia Endowment Fund 

ST. ODILIA ENDOWMENT FUND—CONTINUING THE LEGACY 
 

On Saturday, September 29, Fr. Rask and the St. Odilia Endowment Fund Advisory committee hosted “An Evening of Thanks 

and Recognition” for contributors and benefactors of the St. Odilia En-

dowment Fund. The evening began with a special blessing at the 5:00 

Mass followed by a reception, dinner and program. This year, 19 new 

benefactors were honored. Guests enjoyed a slideshow that highlight-

ed the history of the St. Odilia Endowment Fund.  
 

Brian Ragatz, St. Odilia School Principal, served as guest speaker. He 

shared, “I cannot stand up here and list off all the ways we have bene-

fited from your gifts, it would simply be too 

long of a list, nor tell you all the success stories 

of helping families through the Connor Anderson 

Scholarship Fund, but I will tell you this - Your gifts  

are meaningful. They are meaningful and empowering to the school, to the teachers, to the  

students, and sometimes to individual families.” 
 

The event also served as an opportunity to recognize 31 years of volunteer service by Endowment 

Fund Advisory committee member, Roger Toogood. Roger reflected, “My involvement on the 

committee and serving as chairperson for 15 years was a volunteer op-

portunity that was very rewarding. It was always a joy to talk with folks as they shared their 

heart connection with the mission of our church. I see great potential for the St. Odilia En-

dowment Fund as it becomes a significant source of sustainable funds to benefit our commu-

nity for generations to come.” Roger’s contribution to the success of the St. Odilia Endow-

ment Fund is immeasurable. His service has helped to ad-

vance philanthropy across St. Odilia. His long-lasting contribu-

tion was gratefully recognized at the event with a presenta-

tion of a plaque and a standing ovation. 
 

The St. Odilia Endowment Fund is now valued at over $2.25 

million and over the life of the fund has distributed $850,000 

benefitting parish ministries. We are grateful for the ongoing sup-

port and generosity of over 480 benefactors. We invite you to 

learn more about how to make a gift that leaves a permanent legacy to the  

parish. For information on how to contribute in a way that is meaningful to you please call 

   651 415-3350 or email endowment fund@stodilia.org. 

Brian Ragatz, 

Principal 

Fr. Rask, Susanne and Bob Grose,   

Jim Lethert 

Roger Toogood 

Kathy Shearon and 

daughter Monica 
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The St. Odilia Musical Ministry Proudly Presents: 

Show Dates and Times 
February 28, 2019: 7:00 p.m. “Sneak Peek” performance — final dress rehearsal 
March 1, 2019: 7:00 p.m. 
March 2, 2019: 1:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
March 3, 2019:    3:00 p.m. 

 

Ticket Information 
 Tickets will go on sale the weekend of February 9, 2019. 

 

How much do the tickets cost? 
Adults — $12.00 
Children, Students and Seniors — $8.00 
Sneak Peak Performance — all tickets — $5.00 
Seniors Special Saturday 1:00 pm only — $5.00 

 

Where can I get tickets? 
In the courtyard after Mass on Saturdays & Sundays 
At the door before the performance 
By calling 651-415-3367 

 

Performance Location 
St. Odilia Catholic Community Church 
3495 N. Victoria Street 
Shoreview, MN 55126 

                                         

 For more information go to:  stodilia.org or call 651-415-3367 

A musical based on the stories of  
P.L Travers and the Walt Disney film. 

Original music and Lyrics by: 
Richard M. Sherman & Robert B. Sherman 

Book by: 
Julian Fellowes 

New Songs and Additional Music By: 
George Stiles & Anthony Drewe 

Co-Created By: 
Cameron Mackintosh 

Mary Poppins is presented through special  
arrangement with Music Theater International 

(MTI).                                                                               
All authorized performance materials 

are supplied by MTI. 

www.MITshows.com 
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Marathon 2018 was a great success this year!  

We exceeded our goal and raised over $56,000! 
 

Mr. Ragatz challenged the students in the last couple 
weeks of October, and said if we reached our goal he 

would wear all pink on Monday November 5… 
 

Well, guess what happened?!? 

St. Odilia School & Preschool 

The Marathon Committee would like to extend its sincere 
appreciation and thanks to everyone for all of the efforts 
in making this year's Marathon Fundraiser a great success 
for our school!  
Every donation impacts each student. Whether it was  
non-uniform days, the pep rally, grade-based prizes, or 
running/walking/biking a collective total of 1,200 miles on 
Marathon Day-every St. Odilia student was a part of the 
2018 Marathon.  
A huge thank you for your support to make this a success-
ful year. We also want to thank the numerous volunteers 
who helped with coin collection, school pep rally,  
Marathon Mass, and on Marathon Day.    THANK YOU! 
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An invitation from St. Odilia School… 
 

Fall 2019-2020 registration for St. Odilia School and Preschool is just around the corner on Monday, January 14.  
We invite all interested families to learn more about the K-8 experience by attending a school tour.   
Information Nights are also a great way to learn about a specific grade. 
 

UPCOMING 2019-2020 TOUR DATES: 
(All tours are from 9:30-11:15 a.m.) 

Wednesday, December 5 
Thursday, January 3 

Wednesday, January 23 
Thursday, February 7 

Tuesday, March 5 
Wednesday, April 3 
Tuesday, April 30 

 
 

 
Register online at www.stodiliaschool.org or by calling 651-484-3364 

(If these dates do not work, a private tour can be arranged) 
 

INFORMATION NIGHTS 
Kindergarten – Thursday, January 10 at 6:30 p.m. 

Preschool – Thursday, January 24 at 6:30 p.m. 
Middle School – Thursday, January 31 at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Preschool specific tours can be scheduled by contacting Kay Hannon at hannon@stodilia.org or 651-415-3303 

Did you know your  
Amazon shopping can 

help 

St. Odilia School?!  
Use AmazonSmile when you are shopping, and earn a .5% 

donation for St. Odilia School on all qualified Amazon pur-
chases!!  

 
NOTE: You must be logged in through AmazonSmile for dona-
tions to count, so please make sure you see the logo and the 

words "Supporting: The School of St. Odilia Church" in the 
upper left-hand corner of your browser.   

http://www.stodiliaschool.org
mailto:hannon@stodilia.org
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The 49th Annual Fall Festival! 

The 49th Annual Fall festival is in the books.  And what a book it made.  
 

A very big thank you to all the people who supported this year’s annual 
gathering by volunteering countless hours in planning and running a flaw-
less event.  
 

 The volunteers again made our festival an awesome time to gather for fel-
lowship, fun, food and music.  
 

There are so many people to thank:  
The planning team that started, well after last year’s festival, and ended 
after the last of the cleanup was completed, to ensure that no details were 
missed... 
People who gathered items and built 
the wonderful baskets for the silent 
auction… 
The quilt makers again created a 
beautiful festival quilt...  

The volunteers for the auction wrangled items from the trailers to the auction tables 
and then helped people with their “new”  
treasures get them loaded up... 
 

 

The musicians at the Coffee House Live on Saturday night and performers on Sunday 
give our festival and our parish its unique character... 
 

The setup, tear down, maintenance and all the behind the scenes volunteers make 
our festival so much fun –  

      Thank you! 
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49TH ANNUAL FALL FESTIVAL! 
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What the Fall Festival means to me. 
 

Those of you who were at 9:00 Mass Fall Festival Weekend know that I got a 
little choked up when giving the Festival announcement at the end of Mass.  
 

The night before was so much fun. Seeing people I haven’t seen all year, getting  
reacquainted with the people who come to the Festival and live auction year 
after year and seeing the joy on people’s faces young and old, was like a family 
reunion or a homecoming.  
 

When I think of what a beautiful parish we have and what a privilege it is to work 
with so many wonderful, caring, devoted people I get emotional. When the choir 
sings Dan Perry’s song “A Place for Coming Home”, I have a difficult time because 
it’s so close to the heart of who we are as a community and what this parish is, a 
family. For me the Fall Festival means an outpouring of generosity by so many, 
and a family coming together. 
 

I am so grateful to be a part of this parish family. I feel so blessed to have come 
to know many of you. I can’t wait till next year when we celebrate our 50th Fall 
Festival, our 50th homecoming. 
 

          ~Jerry Ruhland 



 17  

 

ST. ODILIA HAS PURCHASED A GIFT FOR YOU! 



 18  

 

Adult Faith Formation 

BECOMING A CATHOLIC  
  

Did you know.... 
 Each year, St. Odilia has a group of people preparing to join the Catholic Church. 
 This Includes adults, as well as children and youth, ages seven and up. 
 It also includes Catholics who missed First Eucharist or Confirmation when younger. 
 They prepare starting in the fall. 
 

 At the Easter Vigil, they celebrate: 
  Baptism 
  Profession of the Catholic Faith 
  Confirmation 
  First Eucharist 

 

Our first chance to welcome these folks is at the Rite of Welcome and Acceptance into the 
Catechumenate, which will be on Sunday, Jan. 6, at the 11:00 Mass.   Our unbaptized candidates will 

become “catechumens” (trainee Christians, so to speak), and our baptized Protestants and Catholics will be blessed as 
they move toward full membership and completion of the sacraments of initiation. Please be there to join us as we  
bless them on their journey to the Easter sacraments. 
 
For further information, contact Lucy Arimond, Director of Adult Formation and Evangelization, 651-415-3331 or  
arimond@stodilia.org. 

Mark Your Calendars! 

Parish Lenten Mission 2019 

Fr. Charles Lachowitzer 
Evenings, Monday through Wednesday, March 25-27 

Prayer – Music – Learning – Spiritual Wisdom – Community 

Fr. Lachowitzer, a priest of the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis, currently serves as Vicar General and  
Moderator of the Curia of the Archdiocese.    Our Parish Mission will also feature our beloved “Mission Band,” St. Odilia 

music ministry staff and volunteers who have become a tradition for missions here. 

Watch the Sunday bulletins and the parish website for more details to come! 

Christmas Eve late Mass - Instruments 

If you are a musician who plays woodwinds or strings, we invite you to participate at our 
Christmas Eve late Mass at St. Odilia. “Midnight” Mass will begin at 11:00 p.m. with carols 
at 10:00 p.m.  A number of St. Odilia musicians join us for these celebrations each year.  
We are always open to new players. There will be one full rehearsal with instruments before 
the December 24 date. This year that date is Thursday, December 20, beginning at 7:30 p.m.  
If you are interested, please call Dave Barkhymer at the parish, 651-415-3346 or email - 
barkhymer@stodilia.org.  
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Adult Faith Formation 

Sp.R.Ed.—Special Religious Education Program 
 

St. Odilia has one of the finest programs for developmentally disabled adults of any parish in the Archdiocese. 
 Sp.R.Ed., our Special Religious Education program meets on the second and fourth Tuesday of each month from 
September through April for a joy filled evening of music, prayer, social time, and learning about God’s love.  

 
If you feel called to volunteer 
in this rewarding ministry, 
contact Sp.R.Ed. coordinator 
Jon Heyer at 
heyer@stodilia.org or  
651-415-3351. 
 

“Catholics and the Bible” is branching out! 
Learning, spirituality, and good company – in the daytime! 

Our new daytime series for adults, which launched this fall, has been a rousing success: 

 September - Catholics and the Bible 

October - Encountering the Compassionate God of the Bible 

November – Getting Ready to Hear Luke 

So we’re branching out, continuing with one weekday afternoon per month, usually 2:15-3:45 p.m., in 
the Courtyard.  We’re becoming a sort of “Catholicism 101” series, to address the interests of parishioners.  
 We’ll have a variety of speakers and topics in the months ahead: 

 Keeping Christmas 
  So what’s with all the anger and violence in the Old Testament? 
  Catholic ways of praying 
  A deeper look at Eucharist 
  And lots more! 

Watch the Sunday bulletin and the Adult Faith Formation page on the parish website for more info, 
dates, etc.  The planning committee also welcomes parishioner suggestions for future topics. 

We’ve created this series in response to requests from parents of school-age children, who find it  
difficult to attend evening programs, and seniors who prefer not to drive after dark, but everyone is welcome to 
attend.  For more info, contact Lucy Arimond, Director of Adult Formation and Evangelization – 
arimond@stodilia.org, 651-415-3331. 

mailto:heyer@stodilia.org
mailto:arimond@stodilia.org
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High School Youth Ministry 
This November 9th, we hosted the first of our two weekend Confirmation retreats for our Confirmation students, and this 
was our biggest retreat yet!  The focus of the retreat is on the Seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit, with talks and prayer led by 
our high school teen leaders.  Our Confirmandi got 
to participate in small groups, fun team-builders 
like an Escape Room, skit competition (and much 
more), and spend time in Eucharistic Adoration. 
We saw a lot of Confirmandi grow throughout the 
weekend and it was a blessing to work with such an 
energetic group, especially in the Women's and 
Men's sessions. We also had a group of "junior 
leaders" there to learn and a Prayer Team there to 
support the regular Retreat Team (for 23 teen lead-
ers total!). 
The next Confirmation retreat will be held the 
weekend of February 15-17, 2019. We are looking 
forward to providing another great faith experience 
for these Confirmation candidates. Please keep 
them in your prayers as they journey in their faith! 
  

“This retreat was so much fun! I enjoyed getting to 
know many new friends and felt the power of God in 
our many talks, skits and especially Adoration.  
This experience changed the lives of many youth,  
including me.” 

  ~Retreat Team Leader 

2018—2019 Retreat Team Leaders 
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Pastoral Care and Social Justice 

Once again 48 parishioners boarded a  
luxurious motor coach and headed to the 
Old Log Theater in Excelsior to enjoy  
Beehive. This musical traced the  
transition of six women during the  
tumultuous 60's through song.... 
33 songs to be exact!  From the Camelot- 
like era of JFK through the Vietnam War 
and Woodstock, we traveled with them as 
the women emerged more confident and 
stronger.  The musical was thoroughly 
enjoyable and fun to relive this decade 
and all the diverse types of music from 
the Ronettes, the Shirelles, the Supremes, 
Aretha Franklin, Janis Joplin and many 
more artists. It was a great excursion for everyone.  We wait with anticipation for next year's outing! 

     
~Sponsored by the Pastoral Care Council 

Tuesdays 4:00—6:00 p.m. 
Our biggest & most loved youth leadership team! 

Tuesdays Sundays 

Sundays 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. for 8—12th Graders 
We come together on Sundays to encounter Christ in 

worship & in each other. Start your week with some in-
spiration, from great praise/worship music, fun games, & 
authentic small group conversations (plus free snacks!) 

 

Wednesdays 

Wednesday 6:30 — 8:00 p.m. in the Courtyard  
(once a month—usually the 1st Wednesday) 

Come to the high-energy youth ministry nights, full of 
creative & memorable games, fun videos, talks by the teen 

leaders and more! 

Saturdays 3:45 — 10:00 p.m. 
Join 1,000 Catholic teens for mass and amazing worship 

& speakers! 

Saturdays 

Get Involved in Youth Ministry! 
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Pastoral Care and Social Justice 

FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN 

Did you ever face bed time and realize that you were a little hungry?  Maybe dinner was somewhat earlier than usual or 
somewhat lighter than usual?  More than likely you have never been forced to live with hunger to the point of starvation.  
Want to eat a clay cake in order to have anything in your stomach 
so as to be able to sleep?  In this land of plenty that we call the 
United States of America, actual starvation or death by malnutri-
tion on a large scale does not exist.  Certainly there are many peo-
ple in this country who have nothing and need help, but there are 
so many nearby resources that the most extreme circumstances 
are usually ameliorated.  Not so in many other parts of the world.  
There are places of extreme poverty embedded in areas that, 
through corruption, war or natural disaster, do not have the  
inherent resources to meet the minimal needs of all segments of 
their population. 
This is what makes Feed My Starving Children such an important charity.  Sending shipments of basic packaged meals to 
various “boots on the ground” partners who maintain a presence in these ravaged areas so the food gets to those most 
needy is how people are being saved.  In addition to easing hunger in an emaciated child, this act of charity also instills 
hope.  With this hope, children can grow and learn and be productive citizens capable of bringing real change to their com-
munities. 
Our parish community is arranging groups of volunteers to pack food at Feed My Starving Children multiple times a year.  
We meet at their Coon Rapids location and work a two-hour shift.  We tend to favor their morning shift but an afternoon 
or evening shift in the future may be added.  In 2019 we will pack on various days of the week as some parishioners may 
find certain days of the week difficult to attend.  The dates already reserved for 2019 
are:  

 Tuesday February 12, 2019  -  9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
 Saturday April 6, 2019  -  9:00 to 11:00 a.m. 
 Tuesday May 21, 2019  -  9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
 Wednesday July 17, 2019  -  9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Additional dates will be selected when they have posted their future calendar. 
   

Each shift begins with instruction on the various tasks that need to be performed.  The 
warehouse duties involve some lifting and the food packaging involves standing, while the labelling is done sitting at a ta-
ble.  Virtually anyone can be accommodated.  (Between the time needed for instruction and wrap-up, the actual packing 

time is about 1½ hours.)  When the work is done and results announced, volun-
teers are invited to join the staff in the warehouse to pray over the shipment.  
Incredibly, Feed My Starving Children has a 99.8% success rate of delivery to 
intended destinations.   
Would you like to get involved in this act of charity?  As we near future pack-
ing event dates a reminder is publicized in the weekend Bulletins along with 
registration information.  
Additionally, anyone wishing 
to be notified via email can 
provide their confidential 
email address to Michael 
Bronk 

(m_bronk@yahoo.com).  In the meantime, you can pose questions to 
any member of the Pastoral Care Council.  You will find this a marvelous 
and fun opportunity to meet someone new or someone you have seen 
in church but have never spoken to.  Whether you assist one time or on 
multiple occasions, you will come away with a sense of fulfillment, and 
more importantly – you will have made a tremendous difference in someone’s life.   

The Pastoral Care Council thanks the many volunteers who continue to make this activity a huge success.   
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Pastoral Care and Social Justice  
The Sharing Tree 

Welcome to another year of Advent and the Sharing Tree. You may recall seeing a large  
decorated box near the tree last year. That will be there again to collect gifts specifically for 
teenagers associated with Sharing and Caring Hands. Also you may see a “Little Sharing 
Tree” for children to choose an action they could do during Advent.  Our Sharing Trees will 
be in the Courtyard beginning around Thanksgiving, decorated with handmade ornaments 
made by our children.  
 
On each ornament is a request typically for a gift card for food or gas or some department 
stores. This year you will find some ornaments with suggestions for some action items 
which you can do to increase your participation in the giving spirit of the Advent Season.   
Please take a look at the trees and choose one or more ornaments and either purchase a 
gift card &/or follow through on the action you chose. If you choose to give a gift card you 
may bring your gift to our administrative office or put it in the Sunday Mass collection, la-
beled “Sharing Tree” before Dec. 10.  
 
These gifts will then be distributed to other parishioners, community members or people who contact us who need some 
help.  And just so you know when working with people, we always try to first make sure that they are using the community 
resources for which they are eligible.  We try to be a bit of a safety net for folks who may be falling through the cracks. If 
you choose to contribute to this ministry please do so early after Thanksgiving.  This year Advent is very short as the fourth 
Sunday of Advent falls on Dec. 23, the day before Christmas Eve- thus eliminating one full week of Advent.  So we will have 
the Sharing Tree up and decorated right after Thanksgiving to give everyone time to choose an ornament.  We also will 
distribute your gifts to those in need during the week of Dec 10 in order to give recipients of your gifts time to provide for 
their families.  
 
This Season of Advent is a perfect time to be focusing on this type of charity to others.   Advent is a time of hope. Human 
beings cannot live without hope, without something to look forward to, without something for which to live. And some-
times all of us fall on some hard times.  It is not always financial problems we encounter, but often it is.  We try to help 
folks, of whom we become aware, who are facing some tough times.  We try to offer supports that they need, some of the 
basic human needs like food, clothing and shelter.  In addition we try to provide for any other needs they may have, emo-
tional, physical or spiritual either by referrals or direct ways in which we can help.  Your generous giving to the Sharing 
Tree often provides us with an opportunity to meet some of the basic needs of people. This can become a stepping stone 
for them to address other hardships they may have.  We are not perfect and sometimes we just can’t help every time or 
with every need but- with your help- we try our best.  
 
Advent is a holy time to remember the First Coming of Jesus and prepare for the promise of Christ’s second coming. The 
rather old line-“Jesus is the Reason for the Season” defines why we help each other and why we are asking for your help. 
Whenever we are able to help someone we almost always hear a thank you- sometimes with tears.  And we tell them that 
the gift they are receiving is not from the person handing them the gift, but from the Catholic Community of St. Odilia- 
from you. 
 
Last year you were so generous that your gifts to the Sharing Tree have lasted up until now- to this November!  For this we 
are so grateful. So now again, in this current, hopeful, Advent season, we again are asking you to remember others who 
need some support and assistance.  If you can, and find it in your heart to offer any gift to the Sharing Tree, we are truly 
grateful.  
 
If you or someone you know could use some help, and you think we might be able to provide it, please contact Deacon Jim 
or Deacon Bill.  The Pastoral and Social Justice Councils want to thank you for your past and continued support. 
Blessings on your Advent and Christmas Seasons! 
       ~The Pastoral Care and Social Justice Councils 



 24  

 

Worship and Community Life 

Christmas Masses: 

Plan to arrive early for caroling and special Christmas music! Please be aware that the 4:00 pm Masses are 
extremely crowded – our busiest Masses of the year. Consider attending a different Mass time and enjoy a 
more relaxed Christmas, with guaranteed seating and a parking 
spot! 

Monday, December 24 

4:00 p.m. – Parish Music Ensemble in Church 
4:00 p.m. – Parish Music Ensemble in Gym 
6:00 p.m. - Church 
11:00 p.m. (music begins at 10:00 p.m.) 

Tuesday, December 25 

9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 12:5 p.m. Spanish 

Feast of Mary, Mother of God Masses ~ This is a holy day of obligation. 

Monday, December 31 

5:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, January 1 

9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. bilingual English/Spanish 

Worship Events for Winter 

December 2 ~ First Sunday of Advent 

December 5 ~ Advent Lessons and Carols at 6:30 p.m. 

December 8 ~ Feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary Mass Schedule 

Friday, Dec.  7th              5:30 p.m. 

Saturday, Dec. 8th     9:00 a.m. bilingual English/Spanish Mass 

*please note reconciliation Saturday, Dec 8 will be 8:00 – 9:00 am (instead of 9:00 – 10:00 am) 

Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

 Sunday, December 9 ~ 12:45 p.m. Mass in Spanish 
 Wednesday, December 12 ~ 7:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Individual: 
All Saturdays – 9:00 a.m.; *except Saturday, December 8 Reconciliation will begin at 8:00 a.m. 
Saturday, December 22  – 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. 
Wednesdays (Dec. 5, 12 & 19 ) – 5:30 p.m. 

Communal Service with Private Confessions 

December 12 – 10:00 a.m. 
December 17 – 7:00 p.m. 

(see back page for schedule of Christmas Masses) 
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Advent Lessons & Carols  
 

On Wednesday, December 5 at 6:30 pm, everyone is invited and encouraged to 
join us for a beautiful service called  Advent Lessons and Carols.  

In the early evening, as winter darkness begins, we gather in the quiet, candlelit 
church to hear the prophetic readings and great music of Advent. Modeled after 
the traditional service celebrated annually at Kings College in Cambridge since 
1918, St. Odilia adds its own touch, with readers of all ages and our extraordinary 

musicians. The texts from scripture are beautifully and lovingly brought to life, preparing us for the coming of 
Christ’s birth and embracing the mystery of God in our lives.  

 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
(Isaiah 9:2) 

 

Christmas Eve Choir – Late Mass 

 
Each year we invite members of St. Odilia to join our Parish Choir to sing for the 
Late Mass on December 24 and if they’d like, the Sundays of Christmas season.  
 

This year “Midnight Mass” will begin at 11:00 p.m. with Christmas Carols starting at 10:00 p.m.  
It is a great opportunity for those who cannot sing with the choir year round to be part of the wonderful music 
of Christmas.  
 
Rehearsals are scheduled for the Thursdays of November 29, December 6, and December 13 – all from 8:15 
p.m. – 9:30 p.m., Tuesday December 18 at 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m., and Thursday December 20, 8:15 - 9:30 p.m. 
in church.  
 
These rehearsals are specifically for the 
December 24 Late Mass but you are 
also welcome to join us for the two 
Sundays following Christmas,  
December 30 & January 6 (we’ll sing 
some of the same music).  
Everyone high school age and up is 
welcome.  
 
For more information, contact  
Dave Barkhymer, 651-415-3346 or 
barkhymer@stodilia.org.   
It’s important that you let us know you are coming so we can have a music folder ready for you.   

mailto:barkhymer@stodilia.org
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FALL 2018 WORSHIP & COMMUNITY LIFE EVENTS 

Thank you for making 2018 Trunk or Treat a success! 
 

A huge thank you to the Knights of Columbus, those 

who decorated their cars and handed out candy, and to 

those who donated candy!  In spite of the threat of rain 

we had a great turnout of candy givers and trick or 

treaters.  A special thank you to the Ramsey County 

Sheriff Department and the Lake Johanna Fire Depart-

ment for sending representatives to our festivities! 

~Worship & Community Life Council 
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us. 

Walter Hire  February 19, 1932—September 12, 2018 
 

Walter Hire died September 12 at the age of 86. He was born in St. Paul and lived his entire life in the Twin 
Cities area. Immediately after high school graduation, he joined the Air Force and became a decorated veteran 
of the Korean War. After his service, he attended St. Thomas College and earned a teaching degree. Walt 
taught business at St. Anthony Village High School for 29 years until he retired in 1990. A colleague recently 
commented: “Walt had the ability to get the best out of his students.” 
 
Walt had two children, Steve and Karen, with his first 
wife Eleanor. After her death, he married Lana Mahoney 
in 2009 and added two step children, Lisa and Jeff, to his 
family. He then moved to Shoreview and joined Lana at 
St. Odilia Church where she had been a parishioner 
since 1973. Walt loved his Catholic faith but was often 
forced to miss Mass since open heart surgery two years 
ago—something he deeply missed. 
 
He had a passion for the outdoors—enjoying hunting 
and fishing with friends and family. Anyone who knew 
Walt appreciated his dry sense of humor—always 
putting a positive spin on everyday life. How fortunate 
we are to have had him in our lives! 
 
  ~Lana Hire and Family 

 

Blessed are they who mourn, 

for they will be comforted.  

 

Matthew 5:4 
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us. 

Carol Ann Semling  August 25, 1943—September 4, 2018 
 
Carol was born and raised in Winona, MN, the oldest child of Paul & Eleanore Satka. She & her brother, David, 
attended St. Stan’s Elementary School and Winona Cotter High School. Carol met Kenny Semling in study hall 
when she was a sophomore and he was a senior. They wrote back and forth while Ken was in the Navy, and once 
he returned, they dated, were engaged, and married on June 20, 1964. They moved to the Twin Cities, where 
they made their home.  
 
Ken & Carol  raised two daughters, Sandy & Mary Kay, in the Desnoyer Park neighborhood of St. Paul. Carol was 
a wonderful  & supportive wife, mom and sister.  She worked for St. Paul Public Schools for 10 years. In 1983, 
she and Ken started Colorproof Printing. The business grew to a very successful four-color print shop.  
 
Her grandchildren, Eleanor & Henry, were the light of her life. She was the quintessential Nana: she baked good-
ies, had fun toys and projects for them at her house, and was interested in their activities. They loved going to 
Nana & Papa’s!  
 
Ken & Carol enjoyed retirement. They were active in the Northern Lights Car Club and made many friends at the 
American Legion Post 542. They enjoyed the Florida sunshine every March. They have many dear friends in the 
Shoreview neighborhood they have called home for the last 21 years. They have been members of St. Odilia for 
31 years.  
 
Carol was friendly and outgoing. She loved gardening, baking and deco-
rating. She was always excited to try a new cookie recipe or have a 
hummingbird visit her garden. Above all else, she loved being with her 
family.  
 
In August, 2017, she was diagnosed with leukemia.  After treatments 
last fall, she enjoyed a period of remission.  She baked her famous 
Christmas cookies.  She went wedding dress shopping with her grand-
daughter.  She enjoyed the month of March in Naples, Florida with fam-
ily & friends.  After a tough July of treatments, she bounced back and 
was able to fully enjoy her granddaughter’s wedding at St. Odilia on 
August 18.  She was absolutely radiant!  Just two and a half weeks later, 
she passed away peacefully with her family surrounding her. 
 
We love you Carol, Mom, Nana! We will miss you forever. 
 
Ken Semling 
Sandy, Jim & Henry Tapp; Austin & Eleanor Hoffarth 
(daughter and family)   
Mary Semling (daughter)  
David Satka   (brother) 
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YOU CAN HELP US TO REDUCE MAILING COSTS! 

Each winter, we have many pieces of mail returned from the post office for individuals who were “temporarily away”.  Each returned piece 

of mail, costs St. Odilia first class postage rates even if it is mailed as third class mail.  If you have plans to be away for longer that one 

week during the colder months in Minnesota, please take a few minutes to complete the form below and drop it into the collection basket 

or mail it to: 

St. Odilia Parish Center Office 

3495 N. Victoria St. 

Shoreview, MN 55126 

***Or you can e-mail this information to: bulletin@stodilia.org*** 

DO YOU HAVE PLANS TO BE AWAY???   

Please select one option and provide your name and address information: 

A) Please do not forward my mail ___________  

Date leaving Minnesota: ___________  Date back in Minnesota: ___________ 

 

B) Please forward my mail ___________ 

Date leaving Minnesota: ___________  Date back in Minnesota: ___________ 

Name:___________________________________ Env. #________ 

Current Address: ________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: _________________________________________ 

August 
Ryan and Katy Huerta 
 Jack Huerta 
 
John and Suwannee Murphy 
 Laura Murphy 
 Frances Murphy 

 
September 
Jamie and Yvette Woell 
 
Jim Badzinski and Maureen 
O’Sullivan 
 
David and Bridgette  
Kirsahenmann 
 Galena Kirsahenmann 

  
 

Steve and Katie Haas 
 Jovi Haas 
 
Eric and Desirée Antonson 
 Kye Antonson 
 Katarina Antonson 
 Keinwen Antonson 
 
Auddie Hogendorf and Gail O’Brien 
 
Kurt and Erica Bogaard 
 Olive Bogaard 

Milo Bogaard 
 
Mark and Patricia Azman 
 Andrew Azman 
 
 
 

Locke and Martha Uppendahl 
 Mila Uppendahl 
 Semme Uppendahl 
 Faye Uppendalh 

 

October 
Brenton and Suzanne Thomas 
 Christopher Thomas 
 Aidan Thomas 
 Julianne Thomas 
 Mara Thomas 
 Henry Thomas 
 Wesley Thomas 

Alfred and Mary Garlough 

Marion Kellin 

Tristan Jakobson and Rebecca Hager 

Welcome New Parishioners! 
August 2018 — October 2018 
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Are You Moving? 
If you are moving we would like to know so we can keep our records current and our postage costs down. 

Please fill out the form below and return it by dropping it into the collection basket at any Mass, or by 

mailing it to:  St. Odilia Parish Center Office, 3495 N. Victoria, Shoreview, MN 55126 

Name: _______________________________________________________  Env. #: _______________  

Old Address: __________________________________  City, State, Zip:  ________________________  

New Address:  _________________________________  City, State, Zip:  ________________________  

Email Address:  __________________________________________ 

New Phone (Include area code):  _________________  Effective Date:   ________________________  

I/We will be staying in the parish: Y  ______  N  ________  

Newsletter Team: 
Amy Etten, Mary Holmes and staff 

consultants. 

Corporate Board Members: 
Most Rev. Bernard A. Hebda, Archbishop         651-291-4400 

Very Rev. Charles Lachowitzer, Vicar General  651-291-4430 

Rev. Phillip Rask, Vice President                                      651-484-6681 

Greg Gerlach, Trustee Treasurer   

Mary Nussbaum, Trustee Secretary 
The St. Odilia Messenger is a publica-

tion of the Catholic Community of St. 

Odilia, 3495 North Victoria, Shoreview, 

Minnesota, 55126.  Each issue is distrib-

uted to registered parishioners.   

To receive a copy, register by calling 

651-484-6681. 

The NEXT Newsletter Deadline: Please submit articles for the SPRING issue of The Messenger 

by Wednesday, February 13, 2019. They may be sent by email to messenger@stodilia.org or dropped at 

the parish office.  Electronic submissions are appreciated.  Pictures (jpg files) are welcome but please de-

scribe each photo with caption text if possible. 

St. Odilia Parish Phone Numbers: 
Parish Office         651-484-6681 

Parish Office Fax        651-484-0780 

School Office         651-484-3364 

Faith Formation Office       651-415-3329 

Faith Formation/Latino Ministry Fax     651-789-3118 

VISION AND MISSION 

VISION  
To joyfully live the Gospel by knowing, loving, and serving God and one another. 
 

MISSION  
We are a Catholic community of faith that welcomes every person to grow in holiness and draw closer 
to Jesus Christ through… 

 Worship and Evangelization 

 Faith Formation and Education 

 Works of Charity and Justice 
… every day and at every stage of life.  
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CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 

Plan to arrive early for caroling and special Christmas 
music! Please be aware that the 4:00 p.m. Masses are 
extremely crowded – our busiest Masses of the year. 
Consider attending a different Mass time and enjoy a 
more relaxed Christmas, with guaranteed seating and 
a parking spot!  

Monday, December 24 

4:00 p.m. - Parish Music Ensemble in Church 

4:00 p.m. - Parish Music Ensemble in Gym 

6:00 p.m. - Church (in English) 

11:00 p.m. (music begins at 10:00 p.m.) 

 

Tuesday, December 25 

9:00 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

12:45 p.m. Mass in Spanish 

Feast of Mary, Mother of God Masses 

This is a Holy Day of obligation 

Monday, December 31 

5:30 p.m. 

 Tuesday, January 1 

9:00 a.m. , 11:00 a.m. bilingual English/Spanish 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 

Individual 

All Saturdays – 9:00 a.m. 

(except Sat. Dec. 8 Reconciliation will begin at 8:00 a.m.) 

Saturday, December 22, 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. 

Wednesdays (Dec, 5, 12 & 19) - 5:30 p.m. 

Communal Service with Private Confessions 

December 12 – 10:00 a.m. 

December 17 – 7:00 p.m. 

 


